









































UNESCO Director-General
Mrs Irina Bokova

Dear Mrs. Bokova,

There is an ancient history of our people's music and dance. In these dances, yalli
dances hold particular place. The Yalli history has through a historical way,
through the past, the spirit of the nation, its heroism.

The fame of Yalli dances have led to writing books about them, making
documentary films. The main thing is that for communities yalli carry their
identity and spirit, and have always enriched their creativity. In our ancient land,
several creative generations have been formed that bring yalli to life, love, learn,
and try to keep them despite people less practicing it. Yallis is widely spread in
Sharur region. As early as in 1929 Yalli Dance Group was created in this region
and has turned over time into a big team. Today, along with Sharur Folk Yalli
Ensemble, other local ensembles perform yalli dance, such as "Nurani” dance
ensemble representing the elderly generation in the region and the "Sharur
goncheleri" dance ensemble consisting mainly of children.

The international recognition of Nakhchivan yalli dances will give a great
impetus to its safeguarding. That is why our team supports the inclusion of
"Traditional dances of Yalli (Kochari, Tenzere) from Nakhchivan" into the List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and we are more
than ready to take an active part in its safeguarding.

Sincerely yours,
Director of Sharur Folk Yalli Ensemble

Kimya Babayeva



