











UNESCO Section of Intangible Cultural
Heritage

We, the residents of the village of Pahost, Zhytkavichy district, Homel region express
our free, prior and informed consent to the inclusion of the ICH element ‘Spring Rite of
Yurauski Karahod’ in the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent
Safeguarding.

Our village is located in the south of Belarus between the rivers Pripyat and Stviga,
surrounded by beautiful scenery. It is rich for cultural heritage and creative people. Many
legends and stories are associated with this place. Here there are the ancient relics which
are kept in the local church. These are stone crosses that appeared in these places in the
pre-Christian era.

And we are very proud of our ancestral rites and celebrations. "Yurauski (Turauski)
Karahod" is a spring ritual, which annually celebrates by our community in early May
during traditional Belarusian fest ‘Yurje’ (‘St. George’). It is a holiday that consolidates
the village as one community, as a single genus. The symbol of this unity is a communal
ritual bread — ‘Karahod’, who is the epitome of the wild ox — ‘Tur’, which symbolizes the
sun, contribute to land fertility, animal well-being.

Older women know all the stages of the ceremony and transmit them to the youngest
community members, involved to the ritual action. Young girls should know the songs
and dances and to bake the ceremonial bread. All villagers understand that the ‘Karahod’
is the biggest holiday for them, preexisting across Turau area, and now safeguard in the
living tradition only in our village.

Older women know all the stages of the ceremony and transmit them to the young
community members, involved to the ritual action. Young girls should know the songs
and dances and to bake the ceremonial bread. All villagers understand that the ‘Karahod’
is the biggest holiday for them, which in the past existed across Turau area, but now it
kept in the living tradition only in our village.

The problem, however, is that the village of Pahost is now belongs to the so-called
unpromising villages. There are a little of young people, even the school was closed and
local children have to attend school in a nearby village.

We hope that the inscribing of our tradition on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Need of Urgent Safeguarding will contribute to greater knowledge of our heritage, will
help to keep the ancient traditions and will contribute to the development of sustainable
tourism and the economic stability of our village of Pahost.

Total 55 signatures

























Reviews of local residents and guests of Pahost village about the Karahod
holiday, which were recorded on May 6, 2017 during the rite performance

Prishchenya Valentina Arsentyevna, born in 1956:

I was born in the village of Pahost, but now I live in the city of Salihorsk. Usually,
we come to my mother (Yulia Saskevich, 1936) with my family members every
weekend. We always meet "Karahod", so that in our house there is prosperity,
happiness and good. Thank you for such a warm attitude to our culture. We
always welcome the holiday where we meet with fellow villagers and celebrate
together. You can not even imagine how happy the eyes of our mothers and
grandmothers shine with happiness. | like to see them in beautifully embroidered
costumes.

Pahost village, 2017
Kodach Vasily Mikhailavich, born in 1938:
| want Karahod to stay in our village.

Pahost village, Sonechaya Str, 64 2017



Chechka Michael Zakharavich., born in 1930:

We respect the "Karahod". Each year my neighbor Karas Vasily takes active
partin it.

Pahost village, Naberazhnaya Str, 23_ 2017

Romanau V.D.:

Our Karahod is famous and we are happy about it. | thank this rite because it
made our village more known, and we also are unspeakably glad about.



Children, Pahost village:
Saskevich Elena, born in 1998

Our Karahod is transmitted from generation to generation. It retains its
traditions. | believe that it should be safeguarded and further.

Kupratsevich Catherine, born in 2003:

| like our Karahod and I'm proud of it. I think it needs to develop and I
hope many people will come to participate in this rite. | wrote an essay
about Yurauski Karahod at my school.

Peshevich Marianne, born in 2005:
| love to sing, dance and participate in the Karahod.



Valantsevich Maria Dzyanisauna, Litvinka Galina Rygorauna,
Lazarchuk Mikalai Stsyapanavich, Pahost village:

Since childhood, we danced Karahod and are very proud of it.

Saskevich Vasily Vasiljevich, Pahost village:

| very much like the rite. It causes only positive emotions and glorifies our
village and its inhabitants. | advocate the preservation of local traditions
and | believe that it is necessary to attract more young people and
schoolchildren to this holiday.



Fitzner Maria Artsemauna, Pahost village:
| meet Karahod every year and will meet every year until 1 will live

Zankevich Galina Ivanauna, Pahost village:

Every year | meet Karahod and | want to meet every year while | am in this
world.

Shushereba Luba Maksimauna, Pahost village, Naataunitskaya, 19:

| am for Karahod. It was, it is and it will be.

Natallia V. Tkachenka, Pahost village, Palevaya Str., 21:

| want our Karahod will have been forever

Yarmolich Maria Alexandrauna, Pahost village, Polevaya Str., 19:

Karahod has existed when I was still small, and | hope, that it will continue
to exist for many more years

Saskevich AA, Pahost village, Palevaya Str., 11:
I'm for Karagod



Kuzmich Zosja Grygorauna, Pahost village, Palevaya Str., 2

| am 87 years old. | still visit Mizhrechcha (Pahost) during the ceremony
and | am glad that our "Karahod' became famous. | am proud of the
tradition. | want for children and grandchildren also will proud of it and
continue our traditions.

Liaukowich Natalia Mihajlauna, Pahost village, Sonechnaya Str, 84
"Karahod" - this is our tradition since the time of our ancestors. We should
support it in order this tradition has been preserved in the future.

Sadouskaya Luba Andreenva, Pahost, Naberazhnaya Str., 14
| beg to support the rite "Karahod'.

Berdychavets Natallya, Pahost village

| am from this village, but now I live in Zhiykavichy. | want to "Karahod"
rite to be existed for many years.

Khvastova (Yakubovskaya) Tamara.
| live in Polatsk, but very much like to be in Pahost during Karahod ritual.
| really like this tradition. | very much want for it to continue to exist.



Astapovich Nadzeja Trahimavna, born in1940, Pahost village,
Deputatskaya Str. 18.

Our "Karahod" " is a very wonderful rite and we love it. While we are all
alive, we will go and sing with our grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
and others, who join us.

Panchenya Julia, Pahost village
For many years, all my relatives safeguarded "Karahod" and even I still
visit it, though | am already very old.

Torchyk Olga, born in 1939, Pahost village

| live more than 54 years in Pahost. In Soviet times this rite was
prohibited. But now it has been passed and everything was restored. We
are pleased and welcome all the rituals, especially the "Karahod".

Iljina Galina Pyatrouna, Pahost village

| live in the village about 43 years. Since childhood, | am singing and
dancing, but now | am disabled, however, | always meet Karahod at
home. This ceremony ia important for our village and we are proud of
them immensely.
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Date: 14.02.18 No. 40

Secretariat of the UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

The Institution "Homel Regional Folk Art Centre" is in charge of finding, identifying and making inventory
of the intangible cultural heritage of Homel Reaion. The Spring Rite of "Juratiski Karahod" is one of the first
elements that was nominated to the State Register of Historical and Cultural VValues of the Republic of Belarus
and later to the National Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory by the initiative of the community in the
Village of Pahost, Zytkavi¢i District, Homel Region.

Jurauski Karahod is one of the oldest traditions of our region, which has been carefully preserves by Pahost
villagers and passed on from generation to generation. Ethnically speaking, the area around Turati, which the
village of Pahost belongs to, is a local section of Eastern Paliessie, a specific historical and cultural region.
The Karahod Rite is the ethnical marker of Turati area (this area is also referred to as "Small Paliessie™), it is
unique to this part of the country. The archaic roots of the Rite and its symbolism in the context of Belarus
and the entire Europe provide information on the ancient cults of the Father Sun, Mother Land, Bread, and the
Tur (Taurus), the wild bull, worshiping certain plants and using them in the Rite, the protective magic of
getting the livestock to the field first time after winter, age initiation of the girls, who have been associated
with spring in terms of their blossom before fructification.

The recent 15-20 years in Belarus, which have been a period of urbanisation, when the country has been
transforming itself from mainly rural in terms of population into an urbanised state, have been a period of
tremendous loss and threats to the traditional culture. Young people have been leaving their villages for cities
in search of jobs, and this have been going on in Turat area too, which started dramatically shrinking. As for
Pahost, the village keeps a tight hold on their traditions and rites; they are struggling to safeguard them;
however, the demographic situation itself poses a threat to Karahod, the most significant one, causing the loss
of some substantial elements, such as the ritual of getting the livestock to the field first time after winter —
because no cows are left in the village; and there are only ten children in the village and their number keeps
dwindling; the bearers of the Rite and of the traditional culture in general pass away. Passing on the tradition
in a natural way is not possible any longer, the quality of performing the songs, dances and round dances is
getting lower.

Inscribing the Spring Rite of "Juratiski Karahod" on UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List will enable
the residents of Turati area to look at Juraiski Karahod as their ethnical value and unite their safeguarding
efforts. We express our hope that the authorities of Zytkavici District will inspire the educational and cultural
institutions to join their actions to secure the tradition and will build the education of children in that area on
the foundation of the local folklore and crafts, will promote this Rite and other special traditions of the people
first and foremost among the residents of the district, because it is the traditional cultural heritage that makes
a solid foundation for ethnographic education of the children according to their age and innate talents.

Acting Director
Signed 1.V.Bykhautsova

Stamp: the State Literary Museum of Yanka Kupala
Incoming No. 80 of 16.02.2018.






The Secretariat of the
UNESCO Convention on
the Safeguarding of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage

Public association "Turau Scientific and Educational Society' requests the Intergovernmental Commit-
tee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (UNESCO) to support the inscribing the
Spring Rite of "Yurauski Karahod' ( executes on the feast of St. George on May 6) in the ICH Urgent
List. This ritual traditionally preserved by the community of Pahost village Zhytkavichy district,
Homel region.

In 2007, the Ministry of Culture of Belarus granted the status of a intangible cultural heritage to the
rite of "Yurauski Karahod. The rite was included in the State Register of Historical and Cultural
Values of the Republic of Belarus and taken under state protection.

Villagers of Pahost preserve not one but a number of folk rites, 'Christmas', 'Shchadrets', 'Calling of
Spring', 'Chimney Marriage', etc. Many good telecasts were made on the materials of these traditions.

In 2012, the Belarusian video centre made two full-length documentaries in Pahost village: "The
Wheel of Time' and 'Daughter of Pripyat' devoted to the legacy of this unique village. In the same
year, women - participants of the ceremony "Yurauski Karahod' were invited to perform with their
songs in Berlin and Dresden (Germany).

Without the preservation of cultural heritage it is impossible to preserve the Belarusian nation.
President of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko has declared 2018-year as the Year of the
Native Land. We hope that with the support of the state and the international community, we will be
able to safeguard cultural achievements of the Palesje region.

In the movie "The Wheel of Time" (Belvideocenter, 2012), about the village of Pahost it is said: 'One
of the unique places where people live in harmony with nature'. The UNESCO's support will
contribute to safeguarding of the cultural heritage of the village, to arouse public attention to its
problems, will create a real platform for the interaction of different institutions, non-governmental
organizations to support the vital functions of this element of intangible cultural heritage and its
transmission to future generations.

Chair of Board
PA 'Turau Scientific and Educational Society’
Doctor in History, Professor P. Lysenka









The Republican Youth Non-Government Organization
"Student Ethnographic Society"

No 02/18 of 16.02.2018

Secretariat of the UNESCO
Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage

The Student Ethnographic Society, RYNGO, is a youth non-government organization in Belarus,
which was established in 1995, when its members made the first ethnographic expedition to
Zytkavi¢i and Liel¢ycy Districts of Homel Region, and was formally registered in the year 2002.
The SET, RYNGO, was accredited by UNESCO in 2014 as consultant on intangible cultural
heritage issues. The objectives of our organisation are: safeguarding, developing and ensuring the
continuity of the Belarusian authentic cultural tradition, safeguarding and restoring the natural
environment, where this culture naturally exists, the Belarusian natural and cultural landscape.

We are concerned by the disappearing of the traditional culture of our people, which is caused by
urbanization and other processes. We study various components of the traditional culture, we learn
them through direct contacts with their bearers and actualise them in the urban and rural context.
We run ethnographic expeditions, publish folklore materials both in the form of print-on-paper
and disks, organise activities though youth folklore organisations, facilitate the amateur societies
where people can learn crafts and traditional arts, take part in traditional celebrations and rites,
deliver lectures and workshops, and also ecological actions. Members of our organisation in
Vicebsk, Mahiliou, Hrodna and Homel are quite active too.

The Village of Pahost, Zytkavi¢i District, Homel Region, has been in our focus and the focus of
Gomel Youth Non-Governmental Organization on History and Culture Studies "Talaka" for many
years. We come there to celebrate holidays according the popular calendar; arrange expeditions to
learn their singing and dancing traditions and the weaving mastery. The demographic situation in
the village is not favourable for safeguarding the traditions, nor is it catastrophic. Thanks to the
elder generation, the Rite of "Juratiski Karahod" is annually renewed, and other rites of the year
wheel are performed too. Until recently, our efforts have been directed towards the work with the
elder generation in order to document and borrow their knowledge and skills. In future, we plan to
engage the young people and children in ethnoeducation on the basis of the local traditions not
only in Pahost, but also in the nearby villages.

We support the nomination of the Spring Rite of "Juratiski Karahod", which is performed on the
holiday day called "Jurja" in the Village of Pahost, Zytkav101 District, to UNESCO Intangible
Cultural Heritage List and ask the Secretariat to pass a positive resolutlon which will encourage
the local authorities and all the residents of the district to realize that this Rite is their cultural
heritage and to do their best to safeguard it as the dwindling community in Pahost does.

Best regards,

signed
H.Silivonchyk
Chair

SET, RYNGO

Seal: Student Ethnographic Society, Republican Youth non-Government Organization
Republic of Belarus, Minsk






Seal: Modern Arts Faculty of Traditional Belarusian Culture

Ethnology and Folklore Department

18a Maskdskaja St., 2nd Building of thHgelarusian University of Culture & Art&Room 529,
Minsk, 220007

Tel.: +375 17 2280 62

vietah@yandex.by EthnoandFolk@gmail.com

Date:14.02.2018 No 03-2

Intergovernmental Committder
the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage,
UNESCO

Dear Committee Members,

The Ethnology and Folklore Department of the Belarusian University of Culture & Arts asks for
supportfor the Belarus' nomination of the Spring Rite @iruiiski Karahod" to the UNESCO

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need Wfgent Safeguarding.

The Karahod, which is typologically related to the autochthonous European civilisation (the
culture of the Old Europe, according to the definition given by Marija Gimbutas, historian and
archaeologist), is today a living tradition, which lheen performedjpdated andisualised by

its bearers- the community of Pahost villageannually on St. George's Day, whichréerred to
as'Jurja’ in the Belarusian Language.

The students of our Department have met with the community in the Village of Pahost, Zytkavici
District, Homel Region not once; they have learned the local songs and the tradition of
performing the localound dance

The students and the professors offiepartment will be happy to take part in the activities
aimedat studying, safeguarding and promoting the tradition ofithesiski Karahod Rite
through workshops, trainings, summer camps, etc.

Best regards,

Signed Signed

Viachaslau Kalatsei, Aliaksei Rahulya,

Candidate irCulture StudiesAssociate ProfessorCandidaten Philology,

Professor, Honored Educator of the Republic of Belaru

Head ofEthnology and Folklore Department

Signed Signed

Engels Darashevich Volha Labacheskaya
ProfessarDoctor of Philosophy, ProfessorDoctor ofLinguistics
Laureateof Belarus' State Prize Laureate of Special Prize awarded by

President of the Republic of Belarus to
Workers of Art And Culture


mailto:EthnoandFolk@gmail.com
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