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REQUEST BY A NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION TO BE
ACCREDITED TO PROVIDE ADVISORY SERVICES TO THE COMMITTEE

DEADLINE 30 APRIL 2019

Instructions for completing the request form are available at:

https://ich.unesco.org/en/forms

1. Name of the organization

1.a. Official name

Please provide the full official name of the organization, in its original language, as it appears in the supporting
documentation establishing its legal personality (section 8.b below).

Alakustens kulturarvsférening

1.b. Name in English or French

Please provide the name of the organization in English or French.

The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO

2. Contact of the organization

2.a. Address of the organization

Please provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its
telephone number, email address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its
business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled (see section 8).

Organization:  The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO
Address:  c/o Mrs. Maria Blombarg, Yngsjovagen 1299, 296 92 Yngsjo, Sweden.
Telephone number:  +46 (0)70-3541775
Email address:  info@alarv.se
Website:  www.alarv.se

Other relevant
information:
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5. Objectives of the organization

Please describe the objectives for which the organization was established, which should be ‘in conformity with the spirit
of the Convention’ (Criterion C). If the organization’s primary objectives are other than safeguarding intangible cultural
heritage, please explain how its safeguarding objectives relate to those larger objectives.

Not to exceed 350 words; do not attach additional information

The Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO was established in order to preserve, protect and spread
information about the eel and the intangible cultural heritage, traditions, folklore, music,
craftsmanship and knowledge surrounding eel fishing along the traditional eel fishing coast
between Ahus and Stenshuvud in eastern Scania, Sweden. Traditional, small scale eel fishing
involves the inheritance of craftsmanship from father to son.

These cultural traditions are documented dating back to the 14th Century, when Scania was part of
the Danish realm. However, eel fishing along this coastal line can be dated through archaeological
findings back to the Bronze Age. During the Danish era in Scania, all eel fishing rights were
established as legal estates, and the Swedish king inherited these rights when Scania became part
of Sweden by the mid 1600’s. The eel fishing rights, some owned by the castleowners, are still
registered and taxed as legal estates by the Swedish authorities.

Originally, the eel festivals took place at the fishermen’s cottages. After the eel fishing season had
ended in late November, the fishermen served eel to the fishing rights holders, as one form of
paying the rents to the goods. From these old traditions, the modern eel festivals from the 1900’s
derive. Today, they have become a popular, annual meeting for visitors coming from everywhere
around every autumn, where the old songs and folklore of eel fishing are performed together.
Traditional eel fishing has become an important cultural meeting place as well as an income
bringing event from tourism. An increasing amount of both national and international tourists visit
the eel festivals annually.

The eel fishing in this region was proclaimed a national intangible cultural heritage in Sweden in
2015. But the preservation of the eel fishing traditions is threatened, even though it is a small
scale, coastal near, ecological and sustainable fishing, in complete accordance with the 17 global
sustainability goals of the UN and UNDP, where it is established that the rights of local, small scale
and coastal near fishermen must be guaranteed, thus enabling culture to become part of the
regional economy and development e.g. through tourism.

6. The organization’s activities in the field of safeguarding intangible cultural
heritage

Sections 6.a to 6.d are the primary place for establishing that the NGO satisfies the criterion of having ‘proven
competence, expertise and experience in safeguarding (as defined in Article 2.3 of the Convention) intangible cultural
heritage belonging, inter alia, to one or more specific domains’ (Criterion A).

6.a. Domain(s) in which the organization is active

Please tick one or more boxes to indicate the primary domains in which the organization is most active. If its activities
involve domains other than those listed, please tick ‘other domains’ and indicate which domains are concerned.

X oral traditions and expressions

X performing arts

X social practices, rituals and festive events

X] knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
X traditional craftsmanship

[] other domains - please specify:
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6.b. Primary safeguarding activities in which the organization is involved

Please tick one or more boxes to indicate the organization’s primary safeguarding activities. If its activities involve
safeguarding measures not listed here, please tick ‘other safeguarding measures’ and specify which ones are
concerned.

X identification, documentation, research (including inventory-making)
X] preservation, protection

X promotion, enhancement

X transmission, formal or non-formal education

X revitalization

] other safeguarding measures — please specify:

6.c. Description of the organization’s activities

Organizations requesting accreditation should briefly describe their recent activities and relevant experience in
safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, including those demonstrating the capacities of the organization to provide
advisory services to the Committee. Relevant documentation may be submitted, if necessary, under section 8.c below.

Not to exceed 550 words; do not attach additional information

We have established a more accessible eel fishing intangible cultural heritage to visitors in the
region. Every year we and the Eel Academy arrange an Eel Festival, where the public may taste
different eel dishes and learn more about the intangible heritage, folklore, music, craftsmanship
and traditions. We have also made an informative school material and are making an eel cookery
book.

For 21 years an annual guided tour along the eel coast and fishermen’s cottages has been
arranged by the Eel Academy. A few years ago we started a wide cooperation regarding this tour
between the Academy, our NGO and the Eel Fishing Fund. During the tour we tell about the
traditions, folklore and craftsmanship.

Visitors may book the guided tour separately, and can also get a personal meeting with an eel
fisherman to see the cottage and learn more about the craftsmanship and traditions.

To preserve the eel itself, visitors are asked to pay a contribution fee, and most eel fishermen pay
a fee from their own annual income to the Eel Fund. Together we preserve the eel by annually
releasing eel fry into the Baltic Sea — to this day 1 million fry.

We have made a short film, called “Eel Coast — a future intangible heritage”, describing our cultural
heritage. The film was made by a professional film maker, and is available in both Swedish and
English at our website and on youtube. It was sponsored by a local bank.

In 2013 we contacted the Swedish National Heritage Board and the Swedish Institute for Language
and Folklore, to establish cooperation, and we handed in our application to become a national
intangible cultural heritage. In 2015 our application was accepted.

In November 2015 we, in cooperation with the municipality of Kristianstad, arranged a conference
about the Eel Coast. It was held in the town hall and with the participation of leading local
politicians and experts in the field.

Our website www.alarv.se is well provided with information about eel, eel fishing, cultural heritage
and craftsmanship. An increasing amount of visitors come to our website as well.

The oldest known eel fisherman's cottage has been preserved as a museum, showing visitors how
eel fishermen lived and worked in the old days. The cottage is kept by a local NGO, with which we
have a well-developed cooperation.

In 2016 we established cooperation with The Museum of Kivik, the oldest museum in the eel coast
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region. Together with the historians at the museum we have created a permanent eel fishing
exhibition at the museum, and the staff is involved in the guided tours. We also cooperate in
arranging local water conferences.

We are continuously documenting the traditional eel fishing, folklore, music and oral traditions. We
are working with a map covering all eel fishing boats and cottages along the coast, including the
abandoned and forgotten, using old maps and stories. The information is kept available at our
website and in the exhibition at The Museum of Kivik. We have also made a tour, by using QR-
codes, making the information available to visitors all year.

In September 2017 we provided the Swedish government with information and knowledge about
the eel and eel fishing situation in a consultative meeting between representatives from our Board
and the Ministry of Enterprise and Innovation.

6.d. Description of the organization’s competence and expertise

Please provide information on the personnel and members of the organization, describe their competence and expertise
in the domain of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those that demonstrate the capacities of the organization to
provide advisory services to the Committee, and explain how they acquired such competence. Documentation of such
competences may be submitted, if necessary, under section 8.c below.

Not to exceed 200 words; do not attach additional information

Maria Blombarg, Chairman, one of the leading eel tourism experts in the region. Maria has
organised eel festivals since 1986. She is an entrepreneur, author and member of the Eel
Academy Board.

Per Malmer, vice Chairman, lawyer, member of The Swedish Bar Association, with a special focus
on law concerning eel fishing and coastal near questions.

Carl-Eric Ericsson, secretary, former university teacher. He has a high competence in eel fishing
and local culture questions.

Eva Hylander, treasurer, former chief administrator and teacher.

Sten Duvhok, Board member, former engineer, eel fisherman'’s first hand. One of the experts of eel
fishing in the region.

Dafvid Hermansson, Board member, lecturer in history and human geography, museum director at
The Museum of Kivik, teacher, author, publisher and entrepreneur.

Daniel Andersson, Board member, sixth generation eel fisherman and a leading expert on the eel
fishermen's tools, nets, etc.

Bengt Jonsson, Board member, former engineer, Board member of the local heritage NGO.
Responsible for preserving the eel fisherman’s cottage, used as a museum.

Hans-Inge Olofsson, associate Board member, third generation eel fisherman and the region's
leading expert of eel fishing, its history and methods, eel biology, eel politics and marine reports.

7. The organization’s experiences in cooperating with communities, groups and
intangible cultural heritage practitioners

The Committee will evaluate whether NGOs requesting accreditation ‘cooperate in a spirit of mutual respect with
communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that create, practise and transmit intangible cultural heritage’
(Criterion D). Please briefly describe such experiences here.

Not to exceed 350 words; do not attach additional information

As aforesaid, our NGO has a broad and wide network and cooperation with individuals, other
NGOs and authorities working to preserve the cultural heritage. Two of the most renowned eel
fishing experts in the entire region are directly connected to the NGO. We know all eel fishermen
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personally along the coast line and we all work together in planning and marketing events,
following up information about the eel and the Baltic Sea, writing debate articles and documenting
whatever happens in the area concerning the eel, the eel fishing and the marine biology. We also
work together in preserving both the eel itself, by releasing young eels, and preserving,
documenting and transmitting the cultural heritage surrounding eel fishing.

We have an established and very good relationship with The Eel Academy; The Eel Fishing Fund;
The Swedish National Heritage Board and The Swedish Institute for Language and Folklore. In
2015 we were accepted as a Swedish national intangible cultural heritage. The contact with The
Museum of Kivik has resulted in an eel exhibition and in a deep cooperation, where the Museum
Director is a member of our Board, and the Museum’s staff takes part in our guided tours and other
events.

We also cooperate with The Biosphere Area of Kristianstad and marine biologist Sven-Erik
Magnusson; local and regional NGOs preserving the cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible;
the fishing unit of the County Administrative Board; The Swedish Sea and Water Authority; The
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences and their eel researching team lead by scientists
Willem Dekker and Hakan Wickstrom; The Swedish Coast and Sea Centre; The Leader Team of
Scania, the municipalities of Kristianstad (see above section 6.c.) and Simrishamn and many
others.

8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization

The Operational Directives require that an organization requesting accreditation submit documentation proving that it
possesses the operational capacities listed under Criterion E. Such supporting documents may take various forms, in
light of the diverse legal regimes in effect in different States. Submitted documents should be translated, whenever
possible, into English or French if the originals are in another language. Please label supporting documents clearly
with the section (8.a, 8.b or 8.c) to which they refer.

8.a. Members and personnel

Proof of the participation of the members of the organization, as requested under Criterion E (i), may take diverse forms
such as a list of directors, a list of personnel and statistical information on the quantity and categories of the members; a
complete membership roster usually need not be submitted.

Please attach supporting documents, labelled ‘Section 8.a’.

8.b. Recognized legal personality

If the organization has a charter, articles of incorporation, by-laws or similar establishing documents, a copy should be
attached. If, under the applicable domestic law, the organization has a legal personality recognized through some means
other than an establishing document (for instance, through a published notice in an official gazette or journal), please
provide documentation showing how that legal personality was established.

Please attach supporting documents, labelled ‘Section 8.b'.

8.c. Duration of existence and activities

If it is not already clearly indicated in the documentation provided under section 8.b, please submit documentation
proving that the organization has existed for at least four years at the time it requests accreditation. Please provide
documentation showing that it has carried out appropriate safeguarding activities during that time, including those
described above in section 6.c. Supplementary materials such as books, CDs, DVDs or similar publications cannot be
taken into consideration and should not be submitted.

Please attach supporting documents, labelled ‘Section 8.c'.
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9. Signature

The application must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization
requesting accreditation. Requests without a signature cannot be considered.

Name:
Title:
Date:

Signature:

Maria Blombarg

Chairman of the Eel Coast Cultural Heritage NGO

2019-01-28
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The eel coast cultural heritage association

Organisation number: 802 471-1247

ANNUAL REPORT 2018

Members 2018-12-31: 319 paying members.

Board: Maria Blombirg, Per Malmer, Eva Hylander, Calle Ericsson, Sten Duvhék, Dafvid
Hermansson, Bengt Jonsson, Mats Svensson

Auditors: Lennart Johansson, Richard Lehman

Annual Meeting / Member Meetings: 1

Board meetings: 8

Informal meetings: Numerous

Government contacts: Even more

January

“Save the Hano Bay Information meeting” January 27th

A coherent, very positive opinion was that Dafvid managed to engage a large number of
interesting lecturers with a phenomenal time-keeping.

NGO application / DH

Dafvid’s draft to the NGO application was discussed. Review at the next board meeting.

Hésa reported on the political tours in recent months, ministerial meeting, variations in eel
fishery statistics for the Baltic Sea, depending on where the information comes from.

EU and the eel fishing ban, discussion: What will the Swedish Sea and Water Authority
decide? How will the Danes respond? Preserve the coastal fishing? Prohibition months Nov-
Dec-Jan? Continuing work for a generational change! If the Swedish Sea and Water Authority
decision is wrong, we shall start a legal process.

The appeal on the Tag project: PM informed about the legal process. The coastal population
must be informed. PM and DH undertook to investigate this and the possibility of a collection
of names.

March 2018

Granted application, Swedish National Heritage Board

DH reported on the granted application for literature production, 50 000 SEK to the
association and the work with documenting the cultural heritage.

June

Visualisation of the Tag

Submissions to Kristianstadsbladet are sent, no responses yet. Promise of publication in
“We’ll meet in Ahus”-magazine.

The eel coast cultural heritage association participated in the EU Commission’s Evaluation
of the Eel Regulation and wrote a letter with comments to the EU Commission.

In June 2018, at the Land and Environmental Court at V#xj6 District Court, a case regarding
the current permit of a wind power plant was issued. Such a construction would, among other
things, cause damage to the eel’s marine environment due to digging and drilling in the
seabed with the consequent release of environmental toxins and sediment spread, and as a
result of this, the migration of the eel to the Sargasso Sea would be adversely affected as well
as the fact that high voltage lines have to be buried in the seabed.



2018 Summer activities

. June 25 eel fisherman cottage hike, start at Havéing

. July 1 hiking with Dafvid

. Aug 4 eel festival

. Aug. 12 Rompeboda Day

. Aug 24 at 7 pm Maria invites to eel menu gustative
July 15

The association attended a meeting in Ahus organised by The Hand Bay Cooperation
Network.

September 4

Newspaper article about the eel coast cultural heritage association in “We’ll meet in Ahus”.
The owner of the Anders Andersson fisherman’s cottage has donated eel fishing tools and
nets to the Old Rompeboden, to be shown at the cottage during the summer months.

September 17

A lecture at Tvillingaboden about the eel coast cultural heritage association to a group of
police officers from Malmg.

The Tag-misery
Discussed vigorously in recent month’s activities in press and letters. In conclusion, the focus
should now be on:

- The installation of the land cable

- Increased risk of beach erosion

- Changed power supply

- Possibility of judicial review, PM examines.

Invitation to meeting: The Hant Bay Cooperation Network Sept 23 in Simrishamn.

Oct 2018
Coastal Council. Report from meeting 2018-09-23 with 30 stakeholders and organisations
along the coast.

Baltic Sea, conference in Simrishamn Nov 15-16. Sten Duvhék and Hansa report and
participate.

Lecture about the eel coast cultural heritage association at monthly meeting at Lions Club,
Ahus.
November 28

The association participated in news programs in the radio, answering the demands from
environmental organisations on a total eel fishing stop.



