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6.c. Description of the organization's activities: 

Not to exceed 750 words 

Simbdea began its activities in 2001, with the creation of an Associazione Culturale 
(Cultural Organization, a type of association belonging to the non -profit sector) with 
over 50 founding members. During the years, the number of members has reached over 
200 people all around the country, including teachers, researchers and students from 
the museum studies area, museum and archive professionals, museum directors, 
education specialists, ethnomusicologists, ethnologists, researchers of local folklore, 
other local organizations who deal with preservation of heritage issues, and local 
administrations. 

The Organization is active therefore both locally, which allows it to monitor local 
contexts throughout the country, but also on a national level, by promoting discussion 
and research about the most important and urgent issues related to heritage in all its 
forms and how museums and archives contribute in safeguarding and shaping the 
knowledge of heritage for the public and civil society. One important instrument of 
Simbdea's dissemination policy is the periodical AM-Antropologia Museale, which was 
created in 2002 and deals with museums and heritage from different perspectives, 
raising many different issues and hosting interviews and contributions from both 
museum professionals, academics, and policy makers. 

But Simbdea has also promoted or supported its local branches in organizing events for 
discussion both in academic contexts and within communities who exist around local 
museums: congresses, seminars, festivals, debates. 

Since 2001 Simbdea has also carried out research and produced documentation about 
material culture and intangible heritage stored in ethnographic museums all over the 
country, mostly in projects involving the exhibition of new museums or the renovation of 
existing ones, but also working in projects for the training of museum professionals to 
safeguard and promote this specific type of heritage. 

Simbdea's training courses have regarded mostly the cataloguing of ethnographic 
heritage: both material culture and intangible heritage (catalogue cards type BDM- for 
objects- and BDI -for intangible heritage, according to the national Italian cataloguing 
standard for ethnographic heritage). 

Another activity carried out by Simbdea has been aimed at connecting museums both on 
a regional and on a national level by working sometimes on behalf of regional 
administrations, as in the project DEMOS, when the Region Lazio requested Simbdea 
to monitor all ethnographic museums in the Region and implement a network. But 
Simbdea has also worked independently, by organizing annual regional meetings in 
different regions to create occasions for museums to meet and discuss common issues 
and create local networks. In some cases this activity has lead to the formation of 
spontaneous networks, as in the case of the network of museums "Rebel" in Lombardia. 

On a national level the work of Simbdea has been to create during the events organized, 
and through its web site, a community of museums, in order to share knowledge, have 
opportunities to discuss ideas and plan common initiatives. The initiative "National day: 
Museums for intangible heritage" which Simbdea has organized in 2008 for the Ministry 
of Culture, is an example of Simbdea's national network at work: more than 370 
museums all over the country took part in this initiative that was entirely dedicated to 
museums and intangible heritage 

For a more detailed list of Simbdea's activities, we have attached a brief curriculum to 
our application .. 
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7. Its experiences cooperating with communities, groups and intangible cultural 
heritage practitioners: 

Not to exceed 350 words 

The Organization's activities are deeply rooted in the Italian local context, although 
many activities have also been carried out in partnership or in collaboration with national 
organizations and institutions (Italian Ministry of Heritage, lcom -Italy). Simbdea has 
collaborated with local administrations and communities in a number of projects, and 
works in the direction of putting communities at the centre of research and to involve 
them at many levels in the activities linked to the everyday life of ethnographic 
museums. Museums become thus the physical place where tangible elements of the 
local cultures are stored and displayed, and communities can meet. Putting communities 
in connection with their heritage through museums, but also archives, is the main aim of 
all events organized in museums that are in Simbdea's direct and indirect network. 
Therefore, all activities organized by the Organization's members in the museums they 
work in or with, like exhibitions, presentations of publications about local heritage, 
concerts of traditional music, research campaigns, reinforce continuously the relationship 
between people and their territory, enhancing their sense of being a community. 

Simbdea has participated and organized a large number of activities in this direction: the 
most recent project we are promoting is centred on rural Tuscany and sharecropping 
culture, the "year of the Mezzadro (sharecropper)" . 

In collaboration with the Region Tuscany and in partnership with local organizations, 
Simbdea is working on planning a whole year of events/exhibitions/meetings dedicated 
to the promotion of knowledge of the rural heritage of Tuscany tied to the sharecropping 
system, values and culture. A large digitization project of sound and audiovisual archives 
containing information on all supports about rural culture in Tuscany, is currently being 
planned and will be intertwined with all the initiatives in order to promote culture through 
preservation practices. In this project, the communities are represented by all museums, 
archives (public and private) local organizations who will participate and are planning 
joint initiatives with Simbdea for 2009. 

8. Documentation of the operational capacities of the organization: 

Please substantiate the operational capacities of the organization with appropriate 
documentation, as described in paragraph 94 of the Operational Directives. 

8.a. Membership and personnel 

Please submit supporting documents. 

8.b. Recognized legal personality 

Please submit supporting documents .. 

8.c. Duration of existence and activities 

Please submit supporting documents. 
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9. Contact person for correspondence: 

Eleonora Censorii (Operative Secretariat) +39 39385821 09; 
eleonoracensorii@simbdea.it; eleonoracensorii@yahoo.it 

10. Signature: ~(_0__-L_ The President Pietro Clemente 
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