
KING EADRED OF WESSEX 

UY PA Goou) 

On St. Augus1inc ·s D:,y. 26 May 9461 King Edmund of Wcsse~ w,L~ su1bbcd to death at 1hc 
royal vi ii o l' Pucklewonh. in Glouces1ershire. aged j us1 25. He h:td reigned as 'sole k ing of 
all England ' for 6½ years. He lc fl 1wo sons. 100 young 10 inhcri1 1he throne. a11d 1i1lc therefore 
passed to his younger brother Eadrecl.~ 

A s i:, usual for the 1i111cs. v inuall)' nrnhing is known of Eaclrcd 's early days, and even his 
(.l:11e o f bi rth i~ uncenain. alth()ugh he was under 23 when he came 10 1he throne.~ \Ve do 
know 1h:11 he was 1he thi rd o f fi ve sons and. perhaps. nine duughtcrs or Eclwur<l the Elder 
and his wife Eadgifu. The first 111e11ti()11 o f his name wa:. when he was about the age of 17. 
when he appe:an, as a wi tness 10 a chancr (no. 11 in ' Charters or Shaftesbury Abbey') ma<le 
by K ing Edmu11<l. gran1ing lancl ar Lidding1on. 11Ci.1r Swindon in W ihshire. Eadred is 
described as " Ego Ad red euisdem reg is frater consignuui ... 

His story :,1.tr1~ wi1h his ussump1ion to the 1hrone. in ~fay 946. rollowecl by lhe ceremony 
of acccs:,ion on Sunday. 16 Augus1" or lhc same yc~1r. carried oul by John of \Vorce,~ter' in 
K ingswn-upun-Tiiamcs. In Eaclrctl ·l> own words: "il came 10 p.iss on 1hc dca1h of King 
Edinuncl. who mos1 rnyal l y govemcd 1hc realms of 1hc A nglo-Saxons. 1hc Nonhurnbrians, 
1hc Hca1hcn, and lhc Briwns. 1h:i1 in the same year t, Eadrctl. his uterine bro1hcr, was cal led 
by 1hc choice of the wir:1111

' , and hy apos1olic au1hori1y received ca1holic consccra1ion as 
k ing and ruler of the fourfold rc:11111''.7 (1/ opening of 1he Granl If> Wulfric a1 ;\ppcndix 2). 

From 1hc outset. this was c learly 10 be the reign of someom: i,pcciul. As Green noles. 
"we may Lrncc [ Dunsian'sl h:1n<l in the :solenm proclama1ion of 1hc king's crowning. Ead­
red"s clcc1ion w.is 1he first national elcc1ion where Briton. Dane and Engl ishman were alike 
rcprcscmcd: his coron:u ion w.L, l hc lir.;t 11a1io11al corona1io11. the lirst union of 1he prima1e 
of 1hc nonh and 1he primate of 1he soulh in ~cu ing the crown on the head of one who was 
lO rule from 1hc Fonh 10 rhc Ch:1111H.:I ". ( ,· Slum l ·f isw1~1· of 1/Je £11.t/l isli l'eo11lr. fl/J 5617) 

He inhcri1cd a king.dnm that had only recently been welded inlo a single whole. lndt:ed. 
1hc ki11gdn111 of England h;1d only reall y been crcarctl in 927 when A 1helsw11, 1hc king or 
the \\lest Saxons and ,vtcrcians. inv:ielcd and annexed Northumbria (bmh 1hc Danish pan 
known as Deira and such of 1he English pan of Berniein as was 1101 in Sconish hands). 
However. England was far from being al peace. Only shortly uflcr Edmund came 10 1hc 
lhronc in 940. he led an army inro tha1 pan of Merc ia whid1 had for some rime been under 
D.u1ish comrol. and recovered 1hc •1ivc burghs' o f L incoln. Lciccs1er. Nouingham. Stamford 
uncl Derby. 

However. allhough Eadred w:l~ given the title of King of Wessex. hi~ claim was 10 a 
much larger area. an<l mos1 of the references 10 Eadred arc in 1hc comc).t o f 1he problems 
he had w i1h Nonhumbria. specifically 1hU1 pan of Nonhumbri;i called Deir.1 which was 
per iodically ruled by the Danci. (snmc1 i111es also referred lO ttl 1hc 1i 111t· as Normans). 

lndc..:cl. Eaclred was ini1ially received as K ing of Nonhumbria wi1hou1 opposition. In 1hc 
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Spring of 947' ,ll Tanshclr1. near Pontcfracl. a point near the croi-sing of the River Aire 
which was later to be commanded by Pomefrnct Ca<it lc, Archbishop Wulfst:.IIl of York and 
the northern magnates swore their fealties Lo Eudrcd and gave pledges for their obedience. 
He 1hen went on into Scot land. 1he Sc01s being so tcrrifiec.l a1 his ar,proach that they submit­
ted wi1hou1 recuur),e to arms. He received the fcally of 1he King of the Scots 10

• and donated 
two large hells tn the rnc1ropoli1an church of York. 

Eadrctl had intended 10 rule Nort humbria by c,ilclormc.;n11 and not to allow the Danes w 
set ur an under-kingship. However. later the same year Eric (generally accepted IO he the 
nnc known as · Bloodaxc " 2

) of Norway w.:1s driven uuI of his own country and this was an 
ideal opportunity for the lurgc numhcr of Norsemen living in Northumbria to have their 
own leader from the Royal ho11sc.11 Eric was adopted as King of Nonhumhria towards 1hc 
end of the year and. Ihc following Spring, Eadrcd bcg,111 :1 series of campaigns against the 
Northumbrians. I-le rnvaged the valley of the River Ousc. going as for as Ripon where Ihe 
Minster. which had hccn built by S1 Wit frid. wa.-. dc.moyed by fire.1

' Aflcr a series of 
skinnishc), against the Norse Nonhumbrians. Eadred rccurned south and apparently wc111 on 
mwards York wiIh pan of his forces. He fai led. however, 10 1nke York and whi lst returning 
home his rearguard was overtaken in a surpri~c auuck by forces from York. al Cm.1leford. 
:II the point on the Great North Road where there is a crossing w i1.h the River A ire. Muct, 
slaughter fo llowed. ancl Eadrctl WllS so angry that he wantcu tu return lO North Yorkshire 
anti luy wa.'-le 10 it. F1;aring the reprisals the Northumbrians again swore al legiance to Eaclretl 
and for 1wo years the area was ruled by ealdorn1c11. 

The peace was a fragile one, however. and trouble arose again. ll1e dates now become 
somewhat confused but it is clear that. before Eric. Northumbria was ruled by Olaf Cuamn. 
who had heen expelled from Northumbria in 944 but returned there again with a strong llcct 
anct ruled for four yeun-. During the period 950-954, Nonhumbria claimed independence. 
lirstly under K ing Olaf and then. from 952, under Eric again. 

We also know that. in 1hc year 952. Eardrecl had Archbishop Wulfs rnn15 imprisoned in 
Ih1; s1rnngholcl at Judanburgh 1h because he had ' frct1ue111ly been accused 10 the king·. Wulf­
s1an was the real power behinct the Northumbrian throne and. although he had originally 
sworn f'c;il ty to Eadred, Eric's return 10 the throne forced Eadred 10 ucL. He had many people 
put 1(1 death in the borough of T hetford. 10 avenge the death of Ahbo1 Eadhel whom they 
had slain. 

In the year 954. Eadred again resumed control of Norse Northumbria: the Council of 
Nonhumbri:ms abandoned their King Eric. swearing loy.il1y (uguin) 10 Eadred and making 
reparations for their ac1ions17

• No doubt shonly afterwards. King Eric. his son Hacric und 
brother Ragnald were murdered al Stainrnorc by Earl Muccus1

K. be1myed by Earl Oswulf, 
who was the leader of Ihc Engl ish Nonhumbriarn,1

''. Archbishop Wulfstan was restored 10 
the Bishopric of Dorchc:.~1cr (a ;.cc which extended in10 the Eastern Danclaw). perhap~ 10 
appease the No11humhrians. but ,,tso keeping him well away from those who may have 
previously encouraged any seditious behaviour. As pan of the ' new deal', Northumbria's 
right 10 a royal house was abolished and. perhaps also ou1 nf grn1i111dc. southern Northumbriu 
was given 10 Oswulf. the senior Englishman in the nonh. this being an addition 10 his own 
nort hern kingdom. 

Even in those d~1ys. it wus up1xIrcn1 Iha1 the continuing growth of the Church could prove 
unse11ling. or even a positive challenge. to the throne. K ing Eadrcd seems 10 have tried 10 
mainrnin a balance between the 1wo in1erc.,;Is and ii is recorded 1haI S1 Dunstan, the rounder 
of Glastonbury mona.<;1cry, had a pupil /Ethelwold who wanted 10 go abroad 10 widen his 
experience. Hew.is only dissuaded from leaving Engl.:1nd fol lowing receipt or a commission. 
from Eadn:d. under pressure from his m01hcr Eadgifu. 10 restore a decayed rnonustcry at 
Abingdnn?u 
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l l1e year 954 also saw the gran1 o f land in the south to Dunstan (see A ppendix 3). further 
enhancing the urea under the CQntrol ol' the chun;h. 

In 955. Eaclrcd g<1 ve a large estate a1 Southwell. in the centre of Nottinghamshire. to 
Archbishop Oskc1cl (or Oscytel}. Osketel was obviously an old friend of the K ing who. 
wi th his councillors. had consc111ed t0 Oske1eI·s consecration as the diocesan bi!>hop of 
Dorchester in 950. In 954 he was transl,t1ed 10 Yori-.. mid died us an archbishop on I 
November 971. having been a bishop for 22 years. 

It will be apparent 1hu1 Eadrcd was an act ive and aggressive leader. and his achievements 
arc all the more rcmarkahlc g i ven that he suffered ill-health throughout his short l ife. Even 
:it the time he became king he had what. in the words of one writer. wa!\ ·•a lo:uhsomc 
disease I which I had brought on a premature old age. He was ,1fll icted with a constanl cough. 
he lost his 1eech and hair. and he was so weak in his lower extremi ties thaI he was nick­
named ·Eclrcdus debilis pedibus· (Eaclred weak in 1hc feet). The same source 
(Co111prl'ltu11sin: Nist,11)' (/f England. 1·ul I , /J, 99) records that some wri ters regarded Eaclrcd 
a~ bci11g as weak in the head ai- in the body, rely ing on Dunstan and his chancellor to sustuin 
his posit ion. Others share 1he wri tcr·s view that his mind was strong and re!>olu1e- indced. 
as was that of his grand father Alfred who himsel f wc1s nm hlessecl wi th good health. Some 
wri ters have hinted 1hu1 Eadred had diges1ivc problems. bu1 this is nrn cerwin. W i lliam uf 
fVlalmesbury (A111iq11i1ies of G'lasw11lm ry) said 1haI Eadrcd was cons1a111ly i ll, and could nnly 
swallow the ju ices of the food he masticated. Eadrcd ' s lack of teeth could. o f cour~c. accoum 
for this! 

Nonetheless as king. Eadred was expected 10 ·1ead from the fron1 ' ho1h in his mili tary 
capaci1y and us the senior adminis1r:11or of the royal office. The later A nglo-Saxon ki 11gs 
had royal lands up and down Ihc coumry. and moved from one to another l<J spread the 
burden of administering 1he Coun·s func1ion. T his was. perhaps. the reason for Eadrcd 's 
presence m ' 1he royal munor a1 Fromc' in 955. where he was 10 d ie. (1· Page. Life i11 
A11glo-StL\w1 England. pp. 98- / I? for a good account of the king·s court und its strucwre). 

Polydore Virgil , in his £11glislt History. say~ that Eadred w,L~ · · . . . chieOy a favourer of 
innocence. ancl on the other huncl u sharp adversary to all hurtful persons: in 1he knowledge 
or the pol itic /sic/ feats of wur he w,lS accoun1ed !Jhel most cunning of all men. so 1h11t 
wi1hout. weapons he kepi the Scots in obeisance whom his brother A dclstan had before 
received in10 allegiance.' •21 

Aelfric's hiography of St tEthelwold o f W inchester also re fers 10 the K ing·s drink ing 
habits. A t the t ime of A:thelwokrs period in charge of A bingdon monastery. he invi ted 
K ing Eadrecl. his retinue and some Northumbriun guests to d ine, and 1he King ordcrccl in a 
good supply o f mead. The story goes that 1he King ordered all the doors 10 be locked. so 
that no-one cou ld leave. TI1ey all drank heuvi ly throughout the day. 1hc supply of mead 
hardly decreased. and the Nonhumbriaris hecamc ·swinishly into:\ica1cd'. Eadred 's visit to 
the monastery rencctcd the keen interest he and his mo1her had in the restorat ion of Abing­
dun, sc1. among royal lunds granted to /Ethelwold speci fically for the purpose of creating 
another 13eneclictinc monu~tery along the lines ini1iated by Dunstan at Canterbury. Indeed, 
according tO Acllric Eadrcu personally measured out the footings before going on 10 dine 
with 1E1hdwold. 

Whal is probabl}' one of the oldest o f the few documents still extant from Eadred's time 
is a Gr:rnt o f land, 10 Eadred'), pecli sequu),12 W ulfric (this is translated at A ppendix 2). The 
existence of 1his document supports the idcu that i1 was customary for the new monarch to 
make gnims on 1hc day of the corona1ion. or short ly afterwards, no cloub1 to secure the 
loyalty of inlluential men al a time when 1hc monarch's position would be sorely 1es1e<.l. 

Indeed. i1 may be appropriate here to enlarge on the role of Dunstan. significant as 1his 
w:L'- n01 only 10 Eadrcd himsel f but aJso in the development of the Church in England at 
Ihm t ime, which Eadred greatly encouraged as a benefactor. He \11<1s born at Ballonshmough. 
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near Glastonbury. ahou1 ten years aflcr the deall1 of King Alfred. probably in the year 909. 
His uncle wm, connecled with 1he royal family. and his l'ami ly were probably pro111inc111 
local landowners. having close connce1io11s wi th 1hc Royal Cotm al Cheddar. He was edu­
cated by 1hc lri .. ;11 pi lgrims a1 Glas1onhury un1i l 923. when he followed his uncl..: 10 Canter­
bury and w:.L~ commended by him 10 lhe care o f King A1hclstan. Soon af1cr. his uncle A1hclrn 
died as archbishop of Can1erbury. A1hels1an·s coun allracted. and welcomed. visitors from 
overseas and Dunswn ·s developmelll was very swifl an<l well -rounded. In about 936. we 
find Bi:.hop tEI01eah 1rying 10 persuade him 10 become a monk. Dun~1;111 did no1 wam 1his. 
preferring instead 1he comfort:. or married li fe. bu1 an ac111e i llness decided him towards the 
elolh and sh(.)nly af1er he was ordc1 ined as a priesl. 

A 1hcls1an died in 939, and because of his closeness IO the cour1 he wa:-. appoi111ed chief 
counsel lor 10 1he young King Edmund. The king became envious nr Dunstan and exi led 
him t1broad . chunging his mind at the clcvcmh hour and instead giving him charge of the 
monastery at Glastonbury. where he was to remain :.L~ abbot for 22 ycan.. Dunstan set abou1 
rehuiltl inc the monasterv and made it into a haven where he could train monks in accordance 
wi 1h the ~ les or St 8e~cdic1:?.1 . laid down in rhe early 9th century. which prescribed mos1 
prcci!-ely the religious observances on an hour by hour and day by day basi~. T his set 1he 
seed for om: or 1hc most profound chnnges in Ihe English church. a 11a1ional network of 
monasteries opcrn1ing under a strict code of conduct ;111cl observing a C(>111cmpla1ivc disci­
r line. 

Edmuncr!> a:-.s:1s:-i11.11io11 in 946 hrough1 Eadrcd to the throne and AbhC>t Dunstan retained 
his role as an adviser 10 the crown and. cenainly in mailers of religion. a i.tcersman of 1he 
state. Because of Eadred · s poor phy:.ical state. he rel ied very heavi ly on Dunstan· s services. 
Indeed. he wanted 10 reward Duns1a11 by giving him a bishopric. bu1 thi~ would have meant 
Dunstan leaving Eadrcd and this he refused 10 do so long as Eadred lived. After Eaclrcd·s 
dca1h. however. Dunstan wa!- exiled by the young and pe1ula111 K ing Edwy (Eudwig). Four 
years tiller. he was dead and his successor Edgar promptly reinstaicd Dum,tan to a posi1ion 
of favour. Duns1:111 was offered. llnd accepted. the Archbishopric of Canterbury. retaining 
this office from 960 to 988 and rollowing in the footsleps or his uncle Athelm. who was 
Archbishop there from 923 10 925. 

It is clear 1ha1 women in 10th ccmury England were of1cn powerful figures in their own 
right. hrnh in the Church and thrnugh their positions as land-holders. Eadrcd·s 11101hcr. 
Eadgifu, cenui nly had signi ficant polit ical power during Eadrcd 's reign. and Duns1a11·s earl­
iest biographer (1hc anonymous clerk known simply as • 13 ·) re fers 10 E;1clrecr s wish 10 offer 
the sec of Crediton to Dunstan on 13ishop A lhdgar·s death in 953. Dunstan re frn,cd on the 
basil> th.11 he wanted to swy ,II Glustonbu~y. so Eactred asked his mother to try w persuade 
Dunstan over tli rmcr. He was ada1m1111. however. and suggested Aclfwold1 ': the suggestion 
wa:,; rc luc1an1ly acccp1ed and Aelrwold became Bishop of Crediton until 972. 

Eadgifu was also involved in lhe case or a monk by the name of /E1hclwold. who wa~ a 
follower of D1111s1an. He wished 10 go abroad 10 pur:-.ue his fom1al training but Eadgifu 
persuaded Eadrcc! 10 dissuade the monk. instead offering him a small piece of land a, A hing­
don. the site of a former 111om1s1ery. 1E1hclwold a11rac1cd a number of monks 10 his com­
munity and wa:, made abbot there hy order of the king. who gave him a large :irca of land. 
h w:.L, at Abingdon 1ha1 Engl i:.h monas1ic life was li rst directly affected by the comincntal 
disciplines. principally or Flander:. and Burgundy. 

There is no doubt about the depth of E.adred·s life-long affection for Dunstan. and it is 
said that 1hc King cn1rus1cd Dunstan with all of his finest and most va luable trca.,ures. 
including many 1itle dct.:ds and ancient treasures or previous k ings. Indeed. this i~ 1he first 
recorded ins1ancc of the king's 1rcasure. or gold-horde. being regarded as an ins1i1utinn of 
1he i;tate. rather 1han 1hc king":. personal property. And yet \liw Dunswnii records that. when 
the King became concerned abo111 hi:- impending dt.:ath. he sent men 10 col lect 1ogc1hcr all 
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his Ircasures so th,11 he could dispose of them before his death. W hen Dunstan was return ing 
with the item s in h is custody. somewhere on the hig h road near Shcpton Mallet. he heard 
an angel say ··Behold. now K ing Eadred has departed in pc;1cc · ' .""' Dunstan 's horse wa~ 
struck dead and, when he got back to the King, he found 1haI he had died at the precise 
111omc111 of the angel's m111ounccmcn1. Dunstan fount! the k ing·s hotly vi rtual ly tkscnc<.l, the 
courtiers having lcri LO pay homage 10 his nephew Eadwig. D unstan there fore carried out 
1hc funcr,il r ites and amu1ged for 1he body 10 be laid a1 rest by the 10mbs of Edward 1hc 
Elder and A lrrcd in W i nchester. 

Shor1 ly before h is death. Eadred made a Wi l l (sec A ppendix I) w hich is one of only 1wo 
1\ng lo-Saxon Wil ls still in c.xistcncc. He. like m any of his predecessors, wa:.. concerned 
abm11 the conti nuing threat to England from forc ig11 i nvaders, and in his \Vi ii he l ef1 a large 
sum uf money to be spem, if ncccss.iry. in purchasing pc:;Ice from a hea1hen arrny.2

b 

He d ied suddenly on 1hc rcas1 or S1. Cle111e111s. 2:l November 955 a1 Frome.27 artcr ruling 
for 9~ years (or 9 years and 6 weeks. according IC> anmher source). H is body was taken to 

the O ld M i nster in Winchester. and having no childrcn2
·' he: was succeeded by his nephew 

Eadwig (£d11•y). 1he sixteen-year-c,ld son or K ing Ednrnnd. A ccording 10 W i l lia111 or M,il­
m csbury. Eaclrecl devoted his li fe 10 Got\, ·endured w ith paticm:c his rrequc:111 butl i ly p<1ins. 
prolonged h is prayer,- ..111d made hi s palace altogetl1er the school or vi nue·. This last or Ihc 
warrior kings of Wessex cl iccl ·.1cco111panied w i1h 1he u1mos1 grie f or men bu1 joy of angels· . 

T he royal house nf Vlessex con1inuccl after Eaclred' s dca1h, and 1hc nation enjoyed a 
period or peace: unheard of during the prcvioL1S 200 years. Dcspi1c his short reign. we can 
now sec Eadrcd as one of the crea1ors nf a sig ni ficam change in 1hc ro le of king. Before 
Eadn.:d. Eng lish kings were merely leaders or grOL1ps of people. so 1ha1 various ki ngs could, 
and did. co-exi st in d ifferelll areas. With Eadrcd. the nat ion largely became uniliccf ' and 
the role o f king bcc,1mc that o f leader o r a coun1ry. i.e .. an area of land. H is recognition of 
the king 's properly as being held as 1rustee for the stale. and his supron for Dunstan's 
rcorganisa1ion of 1hc Church o f England have all ensured for Eadrcd an impnrta111 and 
I.ist ing place in British history. 

REFllKEi':C ES 

Some versions or the A11gln-Saxo11 Chronit k say 948. hut this is now generally reckoned Ill he 
inact:urmt:. 

2 A lso referred to a~ ·Eatlred ac1hel ing'. ·ae1hcling· meaning ·print:e· . or ·noble· . 
.3 Sec The C1111111re/w11siw· ffisrury of E11g/011tl. vol. I . p. 99-ihe writer d1Jcs 1101 identify hb source. 

1111fonunu1cly. 
-1 Flon.:nt:t: gives 1his da1c. h11I a reign recko11ctl from Ihis tla1c would have las1ccl 9 years anti 13 

weeks. ,·ide [I 1exI or the Cl!roniclcs. which ~ays 9 years and 6 weeks . 
.5 Florence o( Worces1er says !hat lhc consct:ra1 ion was carried mu by Odo. A rchbishop nf CanIcr­

hury. nnd this is rei tcr:uetl by Pt)lytlore Virgil. alihough he may have simply obtainct1 his infor­
mation from Florcncc·s book. This Odo is 1hc same person as Oda. io whorn S1t:n1tm rcl"ers in 
t\11g/11-S11.w 11 /;11g/a111/. (J>f'. 365 ff) ar1d who tlictl in IJ58. He was a second generation Viking 
immigrant. Presumably hrHh he anti John or Worcester orricia1ed. 

6 ll' i11111 . men of repu1ation. wi~c in law. (also knoll'n a, s1•11iores). ll'ho met in asse111hly known a, 
the wiu111ge111ur . • Alll10ugil lhc t-:ir1g had final authority. i t was a prct:ep1 1ha1 law remained the 
pruvincc of the community. so 1h;iI Iht: King gave voice. anti effcc1. 10 the decisions of the wi1 a11. 

7 J . ,\I. Kcmhlc. codex d iplonw1it us. 4 11. 
8 Roger uf \Vemluvcr gives 946. in<lic:i1i 11g tl raI 1his pmhably took pl;icc during Ihc lirst 3 1110111hs 

of 947. 
9 t\ lso known us Tadclcncsscyl i". or Tadwinc·s Cliff. 

10 l',,lakolm I. sun of Donald II. who ruled from 942 10 954. 
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11 Tl1c higl1cr of the 1wo groups or Anglo-Sa.~on nohlc. Originally. perhaps. a <.fescendunI of 1hc 
royal line. he was a royal officer having charge or a dcfini1c pro,·ince or shire. Sec Loyn·, 
1\11g/i,-Sa.ru11 £11.~lr111d nm/ tltl' Norman Co11q111•s1. pp. 220-23 I. for funher details or Ihc cvr1lu1iun 
amJ func1ion of nobili ty. 

12 A bloodaxe is ;, dirk or dagger. 
I :; Unlike pre"iou~ leaders. Eric did not come from Duhl in hut was the ddcs1 of nine sons or Hamiel 

Fairhair. the lirs1 King of Norway. Inheriting 11ic 1i1lc following his father's death. he was appar­
ently wo hruial for the Norwegians. who drove him ou1 and replaced him with his younger 
hro1her Hankon. For Vikings. i i was i111p1)rla111 to have as many sons as possible. b1J1 they all had 
lo he provided wi1h a patrimony-hence. presumably. the need lo conquer and annc.\ rnhcr lands 
and peoples (1' 'Uu• \likings. hy ./011/'s, p. 184). 

14 II i, l ikely 1hH1 l:adred lirs1 ensured 1he remov;1l of' the relics or St \Vi l l'rid 10 Camerbory. and 
probable 1ha1 1hb w;is the purpose uf the raid on the church in view or the irnport:ince of 1he 
relic cull in later A nglo-Saxon 1i111cs, Perhaps abo Eadrcd wished 10 denwns1r:i1e tn Wulfstan 
that an English J.:ing 1,•a,; as much 10 be feared as any Vik ing lender. For an cxcelle111 exposition 
or Iliis aspect. sec the article /friil'-C11/t.1· <1.I' 1111 i11.1·1rw11e111 of ro_wrl po/ify c.900- c. /050. b)' D. 
\\'. Rollason (Anglo-Saxon England l5). Sec also The Early llistm~,, of tlw Cli11rd 1 of Co111erh11ry. 
hy N. Rrooks (p. 228). with fun her information on 1hc 1ran, la1io11 of re lic~ uppearing on pp. 229/ 
:no. 

15 Wulfstan was the lasr r\ rchhishop of York chosen from the Nnnhurnbrfans perhaps. as Whitlock 
suggests (1Jegi1111i11gs of English Hi.wory. /J. 183) occ,iuse he was seen as favouring the kings of 
Northumbria rather than rhose of the \Ves1 Saxon royal house. Subsequently. Archhishops nf' 
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i n the Lnrd". 
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'13'. was probably w ri11en about 1()00 AD. 12 years or so after Ounstan's death. 
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A PPENDIX I 

W11.L (W K ING E,\l)f{EI)"' 

In the name of the Lord. This is King Eadrcd 's wi ll: li rst. namely . th:11 he gr,1111s 10 the 
place where he wishes his body 1c1 rc~l two gold crosses and two gold-hihecl swords. and 
400 pounds. T hen he gnuns 10 the Old M inster at Winchcsta three csiatcs. namely. Down-
1on. Damarha111 and Caine.' T hen he grants 111 the New M inis1er 1hrce estates. namely. 
Wherwcll. A ndnver and K ingsclcrc.~ and 10 1hc Nun~· tvl inster Shalbournc and TI1a1cha111j 
and Br.id furd '. Then he gr.1111s w the Nuns· Minster al Winchcs1er 30 pounds. and 30 to 
Wilton. and 30 10 Shaf1esbury. 

Then he g r.i nt:-. for 1hc rc<lcmp1ion of his soul ancl the benefi t of his people 1600 pounds. 
10 the end that they may redeem 1hc111scl vcs from famine ancl from a hea1hcn ;1rmy if they 
need. T he archbishop m Christ Church is 10 receive 400 pounds for the relief of 1hc people 
o f Kent and Surrey and Sussex and Berkshire: and if anything happens 10 the bishop. 1hc 
money is 10 remain in the min~1er. by the w itness or the counci llors who ;ire in the shi re. 
1\nd 1Elfsige. bishop at the sec of Winchester. is 10 receive 400 pounds. 200 for Hampshire. 
100 for Wiltshire. and 1hc other for Dorse1: and if anything happen 10 him. let i1 remain, as 
it says above. in the wi tness of 1l1e councillors who ill'C in 1he shire. A nd f\bbol Dunstan is 
10 receive 200 pounds. and 10 keep it at Glastonhury for the people of Somerset and Devon: 
and if anything happen 10 him. lei it be as it is i.aid here above. And 13ishop !Elfsige i~ to 
receive the '.WO pounds which is left over . and keep it a1 1hc sec o f Winchester. for whichever 
shi re may need it. A nd B ishop o~ce1el is 10 receive 400 pnunds. and keep i1 at the sec o f 
Dorchester. for the Mcrcians. as it is said here above. f\ nd Bishop Wu lll1cl11r1 has thm 400 
pounds. A nd 2000 mancuscs of gold are 10 b~ taken and minted into mancuscs: and the 
archhishnp is 10 rcc(;ivc one pan , 1he second Bishop 1El fs ige. the third Bi~hop Oi-cctel. and 
they arc 10 distribute 1hc111 1hro11gho111 the bi shoprics. for the sake of Goel and the redempt ion 
of mv soul. 

T l;cn I granr to my mother the lancl :11 A mesbury and \Vantage" and Basing. ancl all the 
bookland~ which I have in Sussc., and Surrey and Kent. and ;111 those which she held before. 
A nd I grant to the archbishop 200 mancuse.-. of gold. reckon ing the hundred at a hundred 
and twenl)': and 111 each of my diocc~an bishops 120 rnancuses of gold: and 10 each of my 
ealdormen 120 rnancuses o f golcl : and to each appointed .~em:schal and each appoin1cd 
keeper of the wardrobe. and each appointed butler. 80 mancuscs of gold. And 10 each of 
my mass-priests whom l have put in charge of my relics 50 mam:uscs of gold and live 
pounds in pence: and to each o f the other priests fi ve pounds. A nd to every appoi111cd 
s1cward 30 mancuscs o r gold. and 10 every man in priest·s !orders I who has been employed 
(or associatccl. or a11ached (to the Court)) since I came 10 1hc throne. and 10 each of those 
who arc in my hnuschnld. in whatever offi ce he is employed. unless he be li11lc connected 
wi1h 1hc roy.il clwell ings. 

T hen it is 111y wish tha1 from each or these estates 1wclve almsmen shall be chosen. and 
i f anything happen 10 any one o f 1hcm. another is tn be put in hii( place. And th is is to 

•1ak.:n from £11g/i.,h l/i.\111ri,•11/ {J1w111m·111,. w,t I 
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c<.ml inue as long as C hris1 iani 1y shall lasI , for 1he rraisc of Go<l and 1hc rcdcrnp1io11 of my 
sou l. t-\11(I if anyone wi ll not do 1his. the land is then 10 go lhc: place where my body ~hall 

rest. 

I . In Wiltshire. Thb b the lir.,t mc111ion of 111.: sculemcnI or Caine. Since 1hc middle of the 9th 
cc111ury, ii was the si1c of ;1 rnyal l'illa under the j urisdiction of u royal reeve (Anglo-Sa,011 
Town~ i 11 Sou1hem England. pp. I 02/] ). 

2. In Hampshire. 
3. Bishop of Wel ls. 
4. 111 13crkslt in:. 

NOTES 
I. J\ mancus is hoIh a weight of' gold and also a coi11. Very few of the coins now c,xist. and it is 

po~sihk tl1at 1hey were only minted for speciul occasions. 
2. It should nm be forgonen thal A nglo-Sa.~on Wills arc quite unlike 1noclcm Wi lls. although a.~pccts 

of the w<.1rding arc superficial ly similur. A nglo-Suxon Wills followed very much the Gennanic 
conccpI of Gi f1 . where to legal .icts arc involved: 1hc gif1-conIn1ct, which is a promise lo give 
propcny. and chc girt-transfer. which is 1hc actual comph:1io11 of the gi ft. Such Gif1s were gener­
ally made urnlly. before witnesses. a11d this was entirely sufficient in law. 

A \Viii, therefore. w.is onl" ,t record or 11 ui f1-co111rac1 or a !!if1-1ra11sfcr that had alrcadv been 
rnndc. and wns prnhahly nnl): wri11cn down ,;, a pcrmanc111 s1;~e111en1 for Ihe avoidance of argu­
ment. panicularly if w i111csses had died. 

For !his rc:ison. sc\'cral copies were often 1n11dc of Wills. all cqu;1lly v,tli d. For 1hc same reason. 
such copies as surl' ivc now generally dn so hccausc 1hcy cvitlcncc gifts of land Ill the Church. 
and were kepi hy 1hc t>ishops or other senior officers in the dioceses concerned. 

i\•1:iiiland. in his Till' Co11:stit11tio11nl llisror-y £,f E11g/a11d. is helpful in our 11ndcrs1anding of the 
lcgaJ proccs;:cs in pre- and pc">SI-Conqucst times. He states (pp 4 ff) thaI although the cn11ccpI nf 
a \Vi ii is Roman in origin. the cons111Jc1ion and implic;11ions of early Wills ;ire purely A nglo­
Saxon ;111d. indeed. 1hc Wills 1ha1 arc s1ill c,, 1a11I (58 pre-Conquest Wills sti ll survive. accunling 
IO Sawyer (/\11glo-Sn.ro11 Clumers, l'fl· 41-1- 431) betray no knowledge of the Rum:111 legal sysrcm 
in any way. 

Having said this. 1hc cBrl icst extant Will is dated 805 i\.D .. some 350 year~ or so after lht.: 
1<0111;111 domin;incc 1,r England effectively disappeared. It is possible. therefore. Ihat the concept 
of' Wills was rc-imroduccd 10 England wi1h the i11Iroductin11 of Christianity. When the Church 
was sul'licicmly dc\'clopcd. the likelihood of claims. or dispuIcic. over land and alleged land grants 
woultl increase. Whal more: logical. thc11 1ha1 Iha1 1hc Church should rcsurrcc:1 1hc cnnccp1 of 
Will-making to pro\'ide lhc dncumc11tary evidence i1 need of land-holding anti land-usage"? 

Charters arc an inval uable c lue IO liow disposition of land were made in 1-\nglo-Sa.xon limes. 
and 1hc 111osI co111prchcnsi vc index of Ihose chaners stil l cx tan1 anti/or rublishcd is contained 
i11 A11_t:fu-So.w11 Charrers: an w11w1rw,d lisr r111d hihliogrnphy. edited by P. H. Sawyer and 
published by 1he Royal His1nrical Sncie1y in 1968. 

The most common arc the Royal C harters. made by a k ing in l'avou1· o f both lay and 
ceclesiast ical benefi c iaries. and comprise both outrig h1 g il'ts and those for a term o f years. 
During Eaclred' s reign. Sawyer cites no less than 65 Royal Charters. although undouh tcdly 
many mo re would have been e.xccu1cd. but subsequcn1ly losl. They are commonly w ri11en 
i n L ati n. 1he language of the law. hu1 wi th the bounds or the land concerned being described 

in Anglo-Saxon. 
1'1\any of the chnr1ers arc forgeries. and some arc genuine but wi th interpolations. rossib ly 

spurious. in the hands of a person other than the o rig inal copyis1. 
E.xamples arc shown below. and al Appendix 3. bul for further examples in Latin/Anglo­

Saxon sec the hooks of Anglo-Saxon Charters being published in a conti nuing series by 
Oxford University Press comrletc with :i dc1ai letl 1ex1ual conm1cn1ary. 
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APPENDIX 2 

Cnuu1 b_r King E{l{lred w ll'uljril',1 of land in \\lorkw11. Norrlw111p11mshire* 
Ii< The grace o f God co11ccdi11g. in 1hc year of our Lord ·s incarna1ion 946. after 1hc dca1h 
of K ing Edmund who royally guitlcd the government t>f kingdoms. of the Anglci-Sa.,ons 
and Northumbrians. of ihc paguns and the Britons. for a space of seven years, ii happened 
Iha1 Eadrcd. his uterine hro1hcr. chosen in his stead by 1he ekc1io11 of the nobles, w.is in the 
same year hy the pon1i lical au1hori1y orthodox ly consecr:11cd king and ruler 10 the scwer­
eigmy of the quadrip,ini1c rule. A nd 1hcn he. the king. cornm1ntly presented many gif1s 10 
111,my. in the king·s residence which is called Kingston.' where also 1he consecrat ion was 
pcrf'onned. T hii- \Vulfric the pcdisequus can for cenain re.idily extol. whom the same king 
honourably gladdens wi th abundant generosity. conceding to him land of seven hides a1 
\V:irkton to enjoy with perpetual right. limited by known bounds as is i.aid below. acquired 
with great things ;1nd smal l. .ipart from bridge and fortress and i.crvice in baule. 
+ tvlorcover 1his gr.ill! in 1he ye~ir of our Lord·s incarnation 946, and the first period in 
1he 1emporal cycle in which he guided the government of the diadems or the Anglo-Saxons 
wi1h the Northumbriani.. and of the pag,ms wi1h 1he 13ri1t111s. was performed in 1his way. 
with these witnesses writing wi th him whose names fo llow below: 

+ King Eadred. with the archbishops and 01hcr prcl;_1tcs. granted this land wi th 1hc 1ri­
u111ph,il sign of victory. 

+ Oda, archbishop + Morgan, 
+ \Vulfstan. archbishop Cadmo. 
+ Theodred. bishop Ii< 1Ethelmund. ealdonnan 

+ )Elfcah. bishop + Ealhhelm. ealdonnan 
11( \Vulfgar. bishop Ii< A1hclrntn. ealdorman 

+ Cenwold. bishop + Em.Irie.:. caldonnan 

+ !El fric, bishop + OswulL high-reeve 

+ Wulinclm. hishop + Or. ,md Morcar. earl 
+ Wulfsige, pont iff + Grim. und Cull. earl 
+ Alfred. ponti ff + Eadrecl. abbot 

+ 1(1helgar. pon1iff 1%' Wigstan. abbot! 

+ /Ethelwold. pontiff + Dunstan. ahhon 

+ Hywel, sub-king II< Uhtrcd 

May those who increase the ro}•;1l benefaction receive an increai-e of the blessed reward of 
the Eternal King. A men. 

I . The 111an111-cripI llf 1he Gr.1111 ha~ been lo~L. and the above 1runslalion i~ from an appendix t0 an 
cdi1io11 nf Bede made in 1722 by J. S111i1h. 

1. Wulfric·s identity i~ noI ccnai11. hu1 could possibly he Dun~1an·~ brother whom he mudc pmvus1 
at Olas1nnb11ry when llc I Dunsianj was made abhm by King Edmund in 939. 

3. Translation of l'i11.~es 11111. an ,11·c.i hu"ing capi1al authority through a ccn1ral coun. 

A PPENDIX 3 

Grant of land 10 D11n.wa111 

Kind Eclred, the brother of Edmund, granied to Dunstan for the price of 50 golden solidi, 
Badclebiri. 26 hides. and c lose to 1.hc town of Twina, i.e .. Cristcscirce (Christchurch) ½ hide 
and fishing- rights. He restored Puckelscirce {Pucklechurch): 100. and Dulling. which had 

•1akc11 from £11.~lish l/i.~11win1/ l)m•1111111111s. ,·11/. I 
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been ulicnu1ctl either hy some 1yra111 or the eurelessnc!'>s or the abbo1s. He also gave 10 

Wilfric. his 111inis1cr. Honone 10 hides. who. with his lord's conscn1. bcqucathctl 1hcm to 
Glas1onbury al"ler his dea1h. Ancl Aclwinc his heir. tlonning the rn<)nk ·s hahit. carried ou1 
hi:.. wi l l. Aclfrcd gave Camclanonc 5 hides. wi th 1hc consent of the king. 

I. T he above is taken vcrhati 111 fron1 The ,\ntiqui tics or Glastonbury. in the I Y08 tr:in,lation by 
Loma~ . where in it i:.. dated 95-l. 

Author: Pau l Goold. -




