
Share of female researchers (HC) in Southern Africa, 2018 (%) 

In 2017, 
engineering 
graduates 

accounted for 9% 
of the workforce in 
SADC countries.

Researchers (FTE) in Southern Africa per million inhabitants, 2018 

Researchers (FTE) in Southern Africa by field, 2017 or closest year (%)
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-n: data refer to n years before reference year 

Note: Data are unavailable for some countries.

Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics; for engineering workforce: Lawless (2019) 

Researchers (FTE) in Southern Africa by sector of employment, 2018 or closest year (%)

Business

Government

Private 
non-profit 

Higher 
education

"OHPMB�
	����


&TXBUJOJ�
	����


.P[BNCJRVF�
	����


.BEBHBTDBS 4PVUI�"GSJDB�
	����


$POHP�%FN���
3FQ��	����


.BVSJUJVT-FTPUIP�
	����


/BNJCJB�
	����


18.6

71.1

9.1

1.2

60.6

39.4

65.1

34.9

0.3

77.3

22.1

0.3

26.5

68.4

5.1

6.9

49.1

39.6

4.4

1.0

43.1

28.2

27.7

4.4

62.5

33.1

50.9

49.1

Natural sciences Engineering Medical sciences Agriculture & 
veterinary

Social sciences Humanities & arts

Angola (2016) 28.7 7.1 8.7 28.5 22.0 5.0

Congo, Dem. Rep. (2015) 37.6 5.2 7.9 26.0 15.1 4.5

Eswatini (2015) 13.6 3.7 33.9 16.8 25.5 4.5

Lesotho (2015) 38.4 26.0 – 33.5 2.0 –

Madagascar 34.5 24.9 8.7 9.5 14.1 8.3

Mauritius 17.8 7.3 3.4 21.3 8.7 1.8

Mozambique (2015) 22.1 8.3 11.6 22.2 35.8 –

Namibia (2014) 31.0 2.9 3.5 18.7 37.2 0.6

Mauritius 

473.9

Namibia 

149.5-4
Angola 

28.7-2

Madagascar  

33.0

Congo, 
Dem. Rep.  

8.7-3

Lesotho  

36.4-3

Eswatini 

41.4-3

Mozambique 

28.9-3

South Africa  

44.9-1

Mauritius 

43.7

Namibia 

38.7-4

'JHVSF�������Trends in researchers in Southern Africa

In 2017, the number of practicing engineers ranged from 18 to 531 per 100 000  
inhabitants in SADC countries; the average was 68 per 100 000 inhabitants.

UNESCO SCIENCE REPORT�	����



