
Chapter 2

*U�JT�SBSF�UP�TFF�TUSPOH�HSPXUI�JO�PVUQVU�PO�UIF�NBKPSJUZ�PG�
UIF����4%(�SFMBUFE�UPQJDT��*O�UIJT�SFHBSE�*SBR�BOE�*OEPOFTJB�
TUBOE�PVU��*SBRJ�SFTFBSDI�JT�FNFSHJOH�PO�NBOZ�PG�UIFTF�UPQJDT�
CVJMEJOH�PO�BO�FYJTUJOH�TQFDJBMJ[BUJPO�JO�IFBMUI�EFTBMJOBUJPO�
XBTUFXBUFS�USFBUNFOU�BOE�TPMBS�QIPUPWPMUBJDT��'PS�JUT�QBSU�
*OEPOFTJB�T�PVUQVU�BU�MFBTU�USJQMFE�CFUXFFO������BOE������
GPS����UPQJDT��#Z������*OEPOFTJBO�SFTFBSDIFST�IBE�QVCMJTIFE�
PO�FBDI�PG�UIF����UPQJDT�BOBMZTFE�JODMVEJOH�UIF�DPVOUSZ�T�
GJSTU� PPUQSJOU�JO�UIF�JOUFSOBUJPOBM�MJUFSBUVSF�PO�DMJNBUF�
BDUJPO��$POUSJCVUJOH�UP�UIJT�TVSHF�IBT�CFFO�UIF�EFDJTJPO�
CZ�*OEPOFTJB�JO������UP�MJOL�UIF�QVCMJDBUJPO�PG�SFTFBSDI�JO�
JOUFSOBUJPOBM�JOEFYFE�KPVSOBMT�UP�UIF�SFWJFX�PG�TDJFOUJTUT��
DBSFFS�QFSGPSNBODF�	TFF�DIBQUFST���BOE���
�

'JHVSF������Change in the share of 56 SDG-related topics among global publications, 
2012–2015 to 2016–2019 (%)

Excluding topics demonstrating change of less than ±0.02%

Note: The topic of floating plastic debris in the ocean has been excluded from this figure, owing to the low volume of publications on this topic. 

Source: Scopus (Elsevier), including Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences; data treatment by Science-Metrix
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SDG3: Good health & well-being

SDG2: Zero hunger

SDG7: Affordable & clean energy

SDG6: Clean water & sanitation

SDG9: Industry, innovation & infrastructure

SDG15: Life on land�����
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How can we distinguish volatile from flexible research?
7PMBUJMF�SFTFBSDI�TZTUFNT�BOE�GM YJCMF�SFTFBSDI�TZTUFNT�NBZ�
MFBWF�UIF�TBNF�GPPUQSJOU�JO�UFSNT�PG�SBQJE�TXJOHT�JO�UIF�
OVNCFS�PG�QVCMJDBUJPOT�PO�FBDI�TVCKFDU�PWFS�UJNF�

8IFO�DPVOUSJFT�XJUI�B�NPEFTU�PVUQVU�TIPX�TUSPOH�HSPXUI�
JO�B�QBSUJDVMBS�SFTFBSDI�UPQJD�UIJT�NBZ�CF�CFDBVTF�UIFJS�
SFTFBSDI�JT�FONFTIFE�XJUI�UIFJS�DPVOUSZ�T�EFWFMPQNFOU�
BHFOEB��'PS�FYBNQMF�&DVBEPS�T�PVUQVU�PO�TVTUBJOBCMF�
USBOTQPSUBUJPO�IBT�TPBSFE�GSPN����	����o����
�UP����QBQFST�
	����o����
�UIBU�PO�TPMBS�QIPUPWPMUBJDT�GSPN���UP����
QBQFST�BOE�UIBU�PO�TNBSU�HSJE�UFDIOPMPHJFT�GSPN����UP�����
QBQFST��&DVBEPS�T�SBQJE�TQFDJBMJ[BUJPO�JO�UIFTF�GJFMET�DBO�CF
USBDFE�CBDL�UP�B�TFSJFT�PG�SPMMJOH�CMBDLPVUT�JO������XIJDI�
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